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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hastings. 
Hastings discloses a lawnmower comprising: 

a deck (12) defining a discharge opening; 
an engine (14) supported by the deck (12); 

a cutting blade (details not shown, see column 2, lines 52-56) rotating below the deck 
(12) in response to operation of the engine (14); 

a bag assembly (17) releasably mounted to said deck (12) and including a bag (20) 
communicating with said discharge opening, at least one wheel (18), and a handle (19) movable 
between a retracted condition and an extended condition; 

wherein when said bag assembly (17) is mounted to said deck (12), said handle (19) must 
be in said retracted condition; and 

wherein said handle (19) is movable into said extended condition when said bag 
assembly (17) is detached from said deck (12) to facilitate rolling said bag assembly (17) away 
from the rest of said lawnmower, as per claim 20; and 
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wherein said bag assembly (17) includes at least one fixed tube (81), and wherein said 
handle (19) includes at least one sliding member (82) that is in telescoping relation with said 
fixed tube (81) for movement between said retracted and extended conditions, as per claim 22. 

Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4, 10, 12, 13, 15 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nuss in view of Sugiyama et al, hereafter Sugiyama. 

5. In regards to claims 1-4 and 10 Nuss discloses a lawnmower comprising: 
a deck (4) having a discharge opening (5); 

an engine (unnumbered) supported by said deck (4) and having an output shaft (not 
shown) rotating in response to operation of said engine; 

a cutting blade (not shown) interconnected with said output shaft under said deck (4) and 
rotatable in response to rotation of said output shaft to cut vegetation; 

a mower handle (3) attached to said deck (4) and extending upwardly therefrom; and 
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a bag assembly (1) releasably attached to the rest of said lawnmower, at least one wheel 
(12) rotatably mounted to said frame (7), said at least one wheel (12) being in a stowed condition 
during lawnmower operation; 

wherein during operation of said lawnmower, clippings from under said deck (4) are 
discharged into said bag (1) through said discharge opening and bag opening; 

wherein said bag assembly (1) is detachable from the rest of said lawnmower to haul 
away clippings in said bag (1); and 

wherein, to enable rolling said bag assembly (1) away from the rest of said lawnmower, 
said at least one wheel (12) at least partially supports said bag assembly (1) only when said bag 
assembly (1) is detached from the rest of said lawnmower, as per claim 1; and 

wherein said bag assembly includes an axle interconnected with said frame and wherein 
said at least one wheel is mounted for rotation on said axle, as per claim 2; and 

wherein said at least one wheel (12) is adjacent said mower handle (3) when said bag 
assembly (1) is attached to the rest of said lawnmower, as per claim 3; and 

wherein said bag assembly (1) is oriented with said at least one wheel (12) on top when 
said bag assembly (1) is attached to the rest of said lawnmower, and wherein said bag (1) 
assembly (1) is oriented with said at least one wheel (12) on the bottom when rolling said bag 
assembly (1) away from the rest of said lawnmower, as per claim 4; and 

wherein said bag assembly (1) further includes a means (2, 6) for attaching said bag 
assembly (1) to the rest of said lawnmower, at least one axle (unnumbered), and a lifting bar (1 1) 
to facilitate lifting said bag assembly (1) with respect to the rest of said lawnmower; wherein said 
at least one wheel (12) is supported for rotation on said at least one axle, as per claim 10. 
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However, Nuss fails to disclose wherein the bag assembly includes a frame, a bag 
attached to said frame and having a bag opening aligned with said discharge opening, as per 
claim 1; and 

wherein all of said frame is contained within said bag except for said means for attaching, 
said lifting bar, and said at least one axle, as per claim 10. 

Sugiyama discloses a similar device wherein the bag assembly includes a frame (10), a 
bag (9) attached to said frame (10) and having a bag opening (at 12) aligned with said discharge 
opening (not shown), as per claim 1; and 

wherein all of said frame (10) is contained within said bag (9) except for said means for 
attaching (15) and said lifting bar (16), as per claim 10. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the frame and bag assembly of Sugiyama on the catcher of Nuss 
in order to provide support. 

6. In regards to claims 12 and 13, Nuss discloses a bag assembly (1) for use on a 
lawnmower having a deck (4) with a discharge opening (5), the bag assembly (1) comprising: 
a frame (7); 

means (2, 6) for releasably mounting the frame (7) to the lawnmower; 

having a bag opening (unnumbered) aligning with the discharge opening (5) when the 
bag assembly (1) is mounted on the lawnmower; and 

at least one wheel (12) rotatably mounted to the frame (7), the at least one wheel (12) 
being in a stowed condition, in which it does not support the weight of the bag assembly (1) 
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when the bag assembly is mounted on the lawnmower, and the at, least one wheel (12) at least 
partially supporting the bag assembly (1) when the bag assembly (1) is detached from the 
lawnmower to facilitate rolling the bag assembly (1) away from the lawnmower, as per claim 12; 
and 

wherein the frame (7) includes at least one axle (unnumbered) rotatably supporting the at 
least one wheel (12), wherein the frame (7) includes a lifting bar (1 1) to facilitate lifting the bag 
assembly (1) with respect to the lawnmower, as per claim 13. 

However, Nuss fails to disclose a bag supported by the frame, as per claim 12; and 

wherein all of the frame is contained within the bag except for the means for attaching, 
the lifting bar, and the at least one axle, as per claim 13. 

Sugiyama discloses a similar device including a bag (9) supported by the frame (10), as 
per claim 12; and 

wherein all of the frame (10) is contained within the bag (9) except for the means for 
attaching (at 12) and the lifting bar (16), as per claim 13. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the frame and bag assembly of Sugiyama on the catcher of Nuss 
in order to provide support. 

7. In regards to claims 15 and 19, Nuss discloses a lawnmower comprising: 
a deck (4) defining a discharge opening (5) in a rear surface thereof; 
an engine (unnumbered) supported by said deck (4) and having an output shaft (not 

shown) extending down through said deck (4); 
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a cutting blade (not shown) mounted to said output shaft for rotation therewith to cut 
vegetation within said cutting space; 

a plate (unnumbered) mounted to said rear surface of said deck (4); 

a bag assembly (1) including a frame (7), and having a bag opening (not shown) aligned 
with said discharge opening (5) such that vegetation clippings flow out of said cutting space and 
into said bag (1), and a pair of axles (unnumbered) mounted to said frame (7); 

a pair of wheels (12) rotatably supported by respective ones of said pair of axles; 

wherein said bag assembly (1) is mounted to said plate with said wheels (12) at the top of 
said bag assembly (1) such that said wheels (12) are in a stowed condition and do not support the 
weight of said bag assembly (1) during operation of said lawnmower; and 

wherein said bag assembly (1) is toppled over when said bag assembly (1) is detached 
from said deck (4) such that said wheels (12) are at the bottom of said bag assembly (1) and said 
bag opening is at the top of said bag assembly (1), such that said bag assembly (1) may be rolled 
away on said wheels (12), as per claim 15. 

However, Nuss fails to disclose a bag assembly including a pair of attachment bars 
releasably engaging said plate to attach said bag assembly to said deck, a frame, a bag supported 
by said frame; 

a door pivotally mounted to said plate and biased toward a closed position in which said 
door covers said discharge opening, said door being propped open by said bag assembly when 
said bag assembly is mounted on said deck such that said door is biased against said bag 
assembly to resist said attachment bars from disengaging said plate, as per claim 15; and 
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further comprising a bag handle mounted on said bag assembly, said bag handle being 
positioned between said bag and said door when said bag assembly is mounted to said plate, as 
per claim 19. 

Sugiyama discloses a similar device including a bag assembly including a pair of 
attachment bars (15) releasably engaging said plate (not shown) to attach said bag assembly to 
said deck (2), a frame (10), a bag (9) supported by said frame (10); 

a door (unnumbered) pivotally mounted to said plate and biased toward a closed position 
in which said door covers said discharge opening, said door being propped open by said bag 
assembly when said bag assembly is mounted on said deck (2) such that said door is biased 
against said bag assembly to resist said attachment bars (15) from disengaging said plate, as per 
claim 15; and 

further comprising a bag handle (16) mounted on said bag assembly, said bag handle (16) 
being positioned between said bag (9) and said door when said bag assembly is mounted to said 
plate, as per claim 19. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the door of Sugiyama on the device of Nuss in order to provide 
for detachment of the catcher. 

8. Claims 5-9 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nuss and Sugiyama as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Hastings. 

The device is disclosed as applied above. Sugiyama further discloses a door 
(unnumbered) pivotally attached to said deck (2) and a biasing member biasing said door to a 
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position covering said discharge opening, wherein said door must be opened to permit said bag 
assembly (9) to be attached to the rest of said lawnmower (1), wherein said door engages a top 
surface of said bag assembly (9) when said bag assembly (9) is attached to the rest of said 
lawnmower (1), and wherein said handle (16) is between said door and said bag (9) when said 
bag assembly (9) is attached to the rest of the lawnmower (1), as per claim 9. 

However, the combination fails to disclose wherein said bag assembly also includes a bag 
handle interconnected with said frame and movable between a retracted condition and an 
extended condition, as per claim 5; and 

wherein said bag handle includes a fixed portion rigidly affixed to said frame and a 
moving portion in telescoping relation to said fixed portion, as per claim 6; and 

wherein said bag handle includes first and second fixed tubes rigidly affixed to opposite 
sides of said frame, first and second moving tubes within said fixed tubes and movable with 
respect to said fixed tubes, and a cross portion interconnecting said first and second moving 

tubes, as per claim 7; and 

wherein said bag handle must be in said retracted condition to enable said bag assembly 
to be attached to the rest of said lawnmower, and wherein said bag handle is movable to said 
extended condition when said bag assembly is detached from the rest of said lawnmower to 
facilitate rolling said bag assembly away from the rest of said lawnmower, as per claim 8; and 

further comprising a handle assembly interconnected with said bag assembly frame, said 
handle assembly including first and second fixed tubes mounted on respective first and second 
sides of said frame, and a handle assembly including first and second side members slidable 
within said fixed tubes and a cross member interconnecting said side tubes and providing a 
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handle for a user to grasp when rolling said bag assembly away from the rest of said lawnmower, 
as per claim 16; and 

further comprising a bag handle interconnected with said bag assembly and movable 
between a retracted condition and an extended condition, wherein said bag handle must be in 
said retracted condition when said bag assembly is mounted to said plate, as per claim 17; and 

wherein said bag handle is movable between said retracted and extended conditions in a 
telescoping manner, as per claim 18. 

Hastings discloses a similar device wherein said bag assembly (17) also includes a bag 
handle (19) interconnected with said frame (20) and movable between a retracted condition and 
an extended condition, as per claim 5; and 

wherein said bag handle (19) includes a fixed portion (81) rigidly affixed to said frame 
(20) and a moving portion (82) in telescoping relation to said fixed portion (81), as per claim 6; 
and 

wherein said bag handle (19) includes first and second fixed tubes (81) rigidly affixed to 
opposite sides of said frame (20), first and second moving tubes (82) within said fixed tubes (81) 
and movable with respect to said fixed tubes (81), and a cross portion (unnumbered) 
interconnecting said first and second moving tubes (82), as per claim 7; and 

wherein said bag handle (19) must be in said retracted condition to enable said bag 
assembly (18) to be attached to the rest of said lawnmower (1 1), and wherein said bag handle 
(19) is movable to said extended condition when said bag assembly (17) is detached from the res 
of said lawnmower (11) to facilitate rolling said bag assembly (17) away from the rest of said 
lawnmower (11), as per claim 8; and 
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further comprising a handle assembly (19) interconnected with said bag assembly frame 
(20), said handle assembly (19) including first and second fixed tubes (81) mounted on 
respective first and second sides of said frame (20), and a handle assembly (19) including first 
and second side members (82) slidable within said fixed tubes (81) and a cross member 
(unnumbered) interconnecting said side tubes (82) and providing a handle for a user to grasp 
when rolling said bag assembly (17) away from the rest of said lawnmower (1 1), as per claim 16; 

further comprising a bag handle (19) interconnected with said bag assembly (17) and 
movable between a retracted condition and an extended condition, wherein said bag handle (19) 
must be in said retracted condition when said bag assembly is mounted to said plate (16), as per 
claim 17; and 

wherein said bag handle (19) is movable between said retracted and extended conditions 
in a telescoping manner, as per claim 18. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the handle means of Hastings on the device of Nuss and 
Sugiyama in order to move the bag assembly over the ground surface. 

9. Claims 1 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nuss 
and Sugiyama as applied to claims 10 and 13 above, and further in view of Shaw. 

The device is disclosed as applied above. However, Nuss and Sugiyama fail to disclose 
wherein said bag includes a slit through which said at least one axle extends, and wherein said 
bag further includes at least one flap for releasably closing said slit during operation of said 
lawnmower, as per claims 1 1 and 14. 
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Shaw discloses a similar device wherein the bag (65) includes slits (82, 83) through 
which handles extend and wherein the bag (65) further includes at least one flap (87) for 
releasably closing said slit (82, 83) during operation of said lawnmower. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the flaps of Shaw on the device of Nuss and Sugiyama in order to 
allow removal of the handle. 

10. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U. S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hastings in view 
of Nuss. 

The device is disclosed as applied to claim 20 above. However, Hastings fails to disclose 
wherein the at least one wheel is at the top of the bag assembly when the bag assembly is 
mounted to the deck such that the at least one wheel bears no weight of the bag assembly during 
operation of the lawnmower. 

Nuss discloses a similar device wherein the at least one wheel (12) is at the top of the bag 
assembly (1) when the bag assembly (1) is mounted to the deck (4) such that the at least one 
wheel (12) bears no weight of the bag assembly (1) during operation of the lawnmower. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the top-mounted wheel of Nuss on the device of Hastings in order 
to provide rolling support when the catcher is not in use. 
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11. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hastings in view 
of Sugiyama. 

The device is disclosed as applied to claim 20 above. However, Hastings fails to disclose 
further comprising a door pivotally interconnected with said deck and biased to cover said 
discharge opening, wherein said handle is positioned between said door and said bag when said 
bag assembly is mounted on the rest of the lawnmower. 

Sugiyama discloses a similar mower comprising a door (unnumbered) pivotally 
interconnected with said deck (2) and biased to cover said discharge opening, wherein said 
handle (16) is positioned between said door and said bag (9) when said bag assembly (9) is 
mounted on the rest of the lawnmower. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include the door of Sugiyama on the device of Hastings in order to 
provide for detachment of the catcher. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Wolf, Uhlinger, and Cope have been cited as of interest. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alicia M. Torres whose telephone number is 703-305-6953 The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 7:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will, can be reached at 703-308-3870. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-1 113. The fax 
number for this Group is 703-872-9306. 
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